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“With a Prayer…” Thoughts for Today’s Readings 
 Sunday Food for Your Soul 

 
 

 

Karl Rahner, one of the greatest Catholic theologians of the 20th century, taught that we 
become fully human through love of neighbor. To understand this, observe a mother teaching her child 
to talk: The little one is learning vocabulary and also a way of life, a culture and what it means to be 
part of a family. At the same time, the mother becomes more of a mother with each loving interaction 
with her child. As humans, we have the opportunity to grow until we take our last breath, and each 
relationship enlarges our being.  

Sirach, a wise man who wrote around 175 BCE, says something similar. His message today 
reflects what Moses said more than 1,000 years earlier: "I put before you life and death, blessing and 
curse. Choose life!" (Deuteronomy 30:19) Sirach uses the images of fire and water to say the same 
thing. Both want their people to realize that following God's will leads a person to become more 
profoundly who s/he is and at the same time become more deeply related to all others. Nobody can do it 
alone. We become who we are together. 

When we think about Jesus in his context, we too often denigrate Pharisees and other religious 
groups of his time as being mired in the law. In truth, they debated the same theme Jesus preached 
about: how to live as God hopes we will. Jesus told his listeners, "Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the law, but to fulfill it." Jesus interpreted the deep purpose of the law, demonstrating that the 
letter was nothing more than an entryway into its richness. 

Jesus offered the disciples concrete examples of what it looks like to fulfill the intention of the 
law. For them as for us, his teaching can sound excessively demanding. But Jesus wasn't talking about 
ordinary life in society; he was explaining the ethics of the Reign of God.  

For Jesus, murder was more than a question of knives, rope or stones. He considered any 
dehumanizing action as a mini-murder. For him, anything that undercut the dignity of another person 
functioned as a form of killing. It's one thing to get angry, even Jesus did that. It's another thing to nurse 
the kind of  anger or wrath that classifies another as an enemy, an obstacle or an impediment. That 
erases their humanity in our minds. Calling someone raqa, or fool, denigrates an image of God, 
brazenly treating one of God's beloved as less than worthy. Considering others as despicable prepares 
people for war and accepts capital punishment. What the despisers don't realize is that choosing to view 
another as inconsequential desecrates them as much as their victim.  

As Jesus elaborated on the theme, he began with his typical hyperbole, suggesting that one 
should pluck out an unruly eye or cut off a wandering hand. Of course, Jesus knew well that Jewish law 
prohibited any form of self-harm or mutilation. He wanted to wake them up. Jesus followed his 
outrageous proposal with something more serious. He reminded people that eyes can be responsible for 
terrible damage to others. Some perceive others as objects for their satisfaction or tools they can use to 
their own benefit. Refusing to see or recognize the humanity of  a person is a form of assassination.  

Jesus continued with other examples that some would find difficult, if not outrageous. Jesus 
insisted that marriage is a relationship between equals, therefore a man cannot simply be rid of his 
woman. Couples who nurture mutual love and respect will naturally shun adultery and do everything 
necessary to avoid the tragedy of divorce. In Jesus' eyes, marriage is a sacrament of divine faithfulness. 
Loving couples become models for every other relationship of love that humans choose to grow in. 

Jesus then talked about the mouth, our primary organ for communication and the one that keeps 
us alive by ingesting food and drink. Jesus admitted no reason for swearing oaths because genuine 
relationships build on honesty and integrity. Anything less results in superficial dealings in which 
people seem like skiers who never experience anything below the cold, slippery surface of others' 
personalities.  

In sum, Jesus taught that we work out our ethics and participation in the Reign of God through 
healthy, loving relationships. He showed that deep love of others is necessary for anyone who wants to 
grow as a human being. Although he didn't know anything about quantum theory, Jesus lived as if 
everything he said and did had infinite consequences — because it does. Jesus taught his disciples to 
live like he did because loving and cherishing each person is the only way to happiness and to grow our 
humanity and thus in union with our Trinitarian God.  

Just like the Trinity, we're all in it together. 

 
Mary M. McGlone 

National Catholic Reporter 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/deuteronomy/30#:~:text=I%20call%20heaven%20and%20earth%20today%20to%20witness%20against%20you%3Am%20I%20have%20set%20before%20you%20life%20and%20death%2C%20the%20blessing%20and%20the%20curse.%20Choose%20life%2C%20then%2C%20that%20you%20and%20your%20descendants%20may%20live%2C


 

Sunday Community Dinners… As one of our most important ministries to our members and neighbors, we have been 

blessed. We are in need of more. If you and your group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Georgia Kingsley 

via the rectory. February 15, 2026: Albert and Zelda; February 22, 2025: Freddie Henry & Family; March 1, 2026: 

Kim and Steve Llorens; March 8, 2026: Souper Sunday Soup Potluck; March 15, 2026: Detroit Black Catholic 

Ministries 
 

Nativity Pantry News:  We are so grateful for your continued support of the pantry. This week we 

need Soup, Noodles, and Individual snacks (crackers with peanut butter, cookies, bars(cereal, 

granola, etc..) Again, we thank you for all you do to help us. 

 

 

“Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds  

and glorify your heavenly Father.”  - Matthew 5:16 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The VIGIL    Parish News and More     

 

Lord Jesus, you came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it with love. Soften 

our hearts to move beyond mere compliance and embrace true righteousness. 

Help us to replace anger with peace, deceit with truth, and to reflect your love 

in our daily actions.  
 

Amen.  

 

 



MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

 

February 15, 2026 

Angela McDonald 

Angela Dearing 
 

February 22, 2026 

Michael Rachal 

Vicky Rachal 

Fr. Nixon Mullert, SSJ 

Vicy Scott 

 

March 1, 2026 

Smith Carson, Jr. 

Marcus Sinclair 

Dr. Donald Burkhart 

 

March 8, 2026 

Victor & Suzanne Fileccia 

Sam Stratos 

Fr. Edward Prus 

 

March 15, 2026 
Mary Cuningham 
Greg McCaffrey 

Kevin Scully 
Michael Ayoub 

 
March 22, 2026 

Lisa Little 
Gerald Miller 

Noah Bradley Woodard 
Evelyn Marie Verschaeve 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

Jean-Marie Allion 
Anderson and Miller Family 
Paul Andrecovich 
Kathy Ayoub 
Mary Canaday 
Jane Colombo 
Kyle Duker 
Jim Dutkiewicz 
Doris Franklin 
Anna Grabowski 
Nancy Hayes 
Jim Howard 
Bertha Jackson-Hyde 
Michelle Koss 
Steve Lamendola 
Maureen Lange( 
Michael Martin 
Jacqueline Morant 
Gloria Parham 
Ronald Parham 
Vertis Park, Sr. 
Earlene Park-Williams 
Orlando Richardson 
Aaron Scott 
Cherise Sweeney 
Karen Seyboldt 
Jonathan Taylor 
Tommy Traylor 
Anna Tyler 
Guillerma Villanueva 
Eldora White 
 

 
 

 
 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Isaiah 58: 7-10 

(Charity) 

 

Psalm 112: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

(The Just Man) 

 

First Corinthians 2: 1-5 

(Power of the Spirit) 

 

John 8: 12 

(Light of Life) 

 

Matthew 5: 13-16 

(Light of the World) 
 

COLLECTION INFO 
02/08/26 

 
Collection  $ 1,592.58   
   Online     $ 1,387.50          

 
     TOTAL $ 2,980.08     

 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE  
 

 

Righteous Stewards 
 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 

that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven.”   MATTHEW 5:20 
 

 

The Pharisees lived according to the letter of the 

law, not Stewardship.  They used this to elevate 

themselves above the other people.  Jesus is clear 

– it’s the love that you have in your heart, for God 

and others, that will get you to heaven.  Simply 

following church rules to the letter and not out of 

love, does not necessarily put you on the path to 

heaven.  Attending Sunday Mass and then 

gossiping about a fellow parishioner on the 

parking lot is an example of being a modern-day 

Pharisee. 

 
 

The VIGIL      PRAYERS, READINGS, & FINANCE     

PRAY FOR THE  

HEALING PRESENCE 

 
The Holy Father’s Intentions  

for the Month of  

February 2026 
 

For children with incurable 

diseases 

Let us pray that children suffering 

from incurable diseases and their 

families receive the necessary 

medical care and support, never 

losing strength and hope. 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Mon., Feb. 16:  James 1: 1-11; Psalm 119: 67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76; John 14: 6;  

Mark 8: 11-13 
 

Tues., Feb. 17: James 1: 12-18; Psalm 94: 12-13a, 14-15, 18-19; John 14: 23;  

Mark 8: 14-21 
 

Wed., Feb. 18: Joel 2: 12-18; Psalm 51: 3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17;  

Second Corinthians 5: 20 – 6:2; Psalms 95: 8; Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18 
 

Thurs., Feb. 19: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20; Psalm 1: 1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Matthew 4: 17;  

Luke 9: 22-25 
 

Fri., Feb. 20: Isaiah 58: 1-9a; Psalm 51: 3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Amos 5: 14; Matthew 9: 14-15  
 

Sat., Feb. 21:  Isaiah 58: 9b-14; Psalm 86: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Ezekiel 33: 11; Luke 5: 27-32 
 

Sun., Feb. 22:  Genesis 2: 7-9; 3: 1-7; Psalm 51: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17;  

Romans 5: 12-19 or 5: 12, 17-19; Matthew 4: 4b; Matthew 4:1-11 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

  



  

Parish Nurse News 



 

 
If you have any questions about Protecting God’s Children, including your 

account, requirements, restarting your registration, or requirements you must 

meet to work or volunteer at St. Charles, please see Marian Harvey.  



 
  

Detroit Eastside Family Parish Information and Mass Times 
 

 

 

 

St Charles Borromeo Detroit 

1491 Baldwin 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-331-0253 

www.stcharlesborromeodetroit.org 

stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

Sunday: 11:30am 

Friday: 11am in rectory 

Live Stream & YouTube 
 

Sacred Heart 

1000 Eliot St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-831-1356 

www.sacredheartdetroit.com 

info@sacredheart.com 

Sunday: 8am and 10am 

Tuesday: 5pm 

Saturday: 5pm 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 

5900 McClellan 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-922-0033 

www.nativitydetroit.org 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday 9:30am 

Thursday: Holy Hour 8am; Mass 9am 

Live Stream and YouTube 
 

St. Elizabeth 

3138 E. Canfield St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-921-9225 

www.stelizabethdetroit.org 

saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com 

Sunday: 12:00pm 

St Augustine & St Monica 

4151 Seminole 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-921-4107 

www.saintamparish.org 

office@saintamparish.org 

Sunday: 10am 

Wednesday: 9am 

St. Raymond – Our Lady of Good Council 

20103 Joann 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0525 

www.straymondolgc.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Tuesday: 8:30am 

Thursday: 8:30am 

St. Jude 
15889 Seven Mile E · 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0380 

stjudedetroit.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Saturday: 4pm 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven/Good Shepherd 

8200 Rolyat St. 

Detroit, MI 48234 

313-891-4553 

ourladyofgoodshepherd.org 

Sunday: 9am 

Tuesday: 10:30am 

Thursday: 10:30am 

Friday: 10:30am 

Saturday: 4pm 
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https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsM802zjMyNWC0UjWosLAwMkkxSzGyME4yMzI3NLcyqEhKsjQ1S0oxSjVLNjVMNUv1kiwuUShKrMzNz0tRSM4oLUrOUEhJLSnKzywBAGR1F_4&q=st+raymond+church+detroit&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&oq=st+ray&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg7MgYIAhBFGDsyEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyCggEEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEC4YgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDUzOTJqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Go to the giving site at:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stcharlesdetroit 

The VIGIL    PARISH & ARCHDIOCESAN INFORMATION     

St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic 

tradition. We strive to build a community of faith through education, worship, and evangelization. 

We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers and sisters, especially the sick and their 

families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional love, we 

strive to welcome everyone to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We 

acknowledge that it is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who strengthens and renews 

us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, until Jesus comes. 

 

St Charles Borromeo    

1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214      

(313) 331-0253   (Fax 313-331-4834) 
 

St. Charles Office Hours: 

Monday, 10am to 3pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm 

Friday, 9am to 3pm 
 

Pastoral Team 

Fr. Francis Asomkase, SSJ, Priest in Solidum and Moderator 

Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum 

Reverend Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 

Fr. David Preuss, OFM, CAP, Priest in Solidum 

Deacon Joseph Jones 

Edward Cotton – Mission Support Director 

Rhonda Gilbert – Pastoral Associate 

Joan Jacobs & Angie Kadowaki – Boulevard Ministry Ministers 

Mary Catherine Wright – Parish Nurse 
 

Council Members:  Naim Edwards (Chairperson), Angela 

Kadawaki, Dennis Ballard (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Ballard, 

Alex Grabowski, Marian Harvey (Secretary), Freddie Henry, Mary 

Ellen Howard, Bruce McDonald, Mikhail Perkins, Richard Preuss, 

Linda Simpkins 

 

 
 

St Charles Website: www.stcharlesdetroit.org 

Email: stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Detroit MI 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@st.charlesborromeodetroit 

 

AOD Restructuring 

St. Charles Parish 

Leaders  
 

Doris Allen 

Alex Grabowski  

Joan Jacobs 

Bruce McDonald 

Richard Preuss 

 
Parish Point Person of 

Contact 
 

Rhonda Gilbert 

http://www.stcharlesdetroit.org/
mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com


 


