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“With a Prayer…” Thoughts for Today’s Readings 
 Sunday Food for Your Soul 

 
 

 

Palm Sunday Year A begins the journey of Holy Week, the most important time in the 
Church year. The readings show both the joy of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the suffering he 
faced in his final days. The people welcomed him as a king, but soon he was betrayed, denied, and 
sentenced to death. His suffering was not only physical but also emotional and spiritual. He 
experienced rejection, abandonment, and humiliation. Yet through it all, he remained faithful and 
trusted in God. 
 

Suffering and Abandoned 
The readings for Palm Sunday Year A show the joy of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem and the 

deep suffering he faced in the days that followed. The people welcomed him with cheers, waving 
palm branches and calling him their king. But soon, everything changed. He was betrayed, arrested, 
and sentenced to death. The same crowds that praised him later called for his crucifixion. 

Jesus endured pain, rejection, and humiliation. He was beaten, mocked, and left to carry his 
cross alone. Even his closest friends abandoned him. Peter, who had promised to stand by him, 
denied knowing him three times. Judas, one of his own disciples, betrayed him for money. In his 
suffering, Jesus felt completely alone. 

On the cross, Jesus cried out, asking why God had forsaken him. This moment shows his 
deep pain, but it also connects him to anyone who has ever felt abandoned. People sometimes feel 
distant from God in times of suffering. Jesus understands this because he experienced it himself. 

Even in his darkest hour, Jesus remained faithful. He did not fight back or seek revenge. He 
trusted that his suffering had meaning. Palm Sunday Year A reminds people that suffering is part of 
life, but they are never truly alone. Jesus knows what it is to feel abandoned, and he walks with 
them in their pain. 
 

Where Am I? 
Palm Sunday Year A invites people to place themselves in the story of Jesus’ passion. 

There were many different people involved, each with their own reactions. Some welcomed Jesus 
with joy. Others turned against him. Some stayed close, while others ran away. It is worth asking, 
where would we have been? 

Would we have been in the crowd, cheering for Jesus as he entered Jerusalem? Or would 
we have been annoyed by the commotion, not wanting our routine disturbed? When Jesus was 
arrested, would we have stood by him, or would we have denied knowing him like Peter? 

Maybe we would have been like Simon of Cyrene, carrying the cross without wanting to, 
forced into service. Or perhaps like the women who stood by Jesus at the cross, refusing to leave 
him even when things got dangerous. Would we have helped, like Joseph of Arimathea, who gave 
Jesus a tomb? Or would we have joined the crowd in mocking him? 

Palm Sunday Year A challenges people to reflect on their own faith. Do they stand by Jesus 
only when it is easy, or do they follow him even when it is hard? It is easy to say we love God, but 
our actions show where we truly stand. 
 

Am I Willing to Follow? 
The readings for Palm Sunday Year A show that following Jesus is not always easy. He 

does not promise an easy life. He asks people to follow him in humility and service, even when it 
leads to suffering. Are we willing to follow him in this way? 

Jesus showed what true love looks like. He put others before himself. He accepted suffering 
instead of running from it. He forgave even those who hurt him. This is not the way of the world. 
The world teaches people to seek power, comfort, and success. Jesus teaches them to serve, 
sacrifice, and love. 

It is easy to admire Jesus from a distance. It is harder to live as he did. Following him 
means choosing kindness over selfishness, patience over anger, and trust over fear. It means 
carrying our own crosses, whatever they may be. It means forgiving when it is difficult and loving 
even those who hurt us. 

Palm Sunday Year A asks a simple but difficult question: Are we willing to follow Jesus, 
no matter the cost? He showed the way, but each person must choose whether to walk it. 
 

The passion story is not just about the past—it challenges people today. It asks them to 
reflect on their own faith, their willingness to follow Jesus, and their response to suffering. Palm 
Sunday Year A reminds them that true greatness comes from humility and love. As Holy Week 
begins, they are invited to walk with Jesus, to stand by him in his suffering, and to follow his 
example of selfless love. 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
 

(The Procession) 

Matthew 21: 1-1  

(Jesus’ Triumphant Entry) 
5 

(The Mass) 

Isaiah 50: 4-7 

(Christ’s Suffering) 
 

Psalm 22: 8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

(Christ’ Abandonment) 
 

Philippians 2: 6-11 

(Humility) 
 

Philippians 2: 8-9 

(Obedient to Death) 
 

Matthew 26: 14 – 27: 66 

(Christ’s Passion) 

 
COLLECTION INFO 

03/22/26 
 

Collection  $ 4,773.58 

 

Online $ 1,647.50 

 

Total $ 6,421.08 

 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE  
 

 

Stewardship Opportunities 
 

“As they were marching out, they came upon a man 
of Cyrene, Simon by name; this man they pressed 

into service to carry his cross.”   MATTHEW 27:32 

 

The Lord calls us to love God and to love our 

neighbor.  Every day we are presented with 

Stewardship opportunities to love our neighbor and 

help him “carry his cross.”  These opportunities 

aren’t usually big events, they are usually ordinary 

occurrences like helping someone carry their 

groceries or holding the door open for them.  The 

key is putting the other person’s needs before our 

own and not expecting anything in return. 
 

The VIGIL      PRAYERS, READINGS, & FINANCE     

PRAY FOR THE  

HEALING PRESENCE 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

 

March 29, 2026 
Grace Hunter 
Wilda Nance 
Shirley Bailey 

Mary Cunningham 
Michael & Angeline Bann 

 

April 5, 2026 
Our Departed Loved Ones 

 

April 12, 2026 
Cindi Palotas 

Evelyn Hughes 
Mary L. Leverette 

 

April 19, 2026 
Kathy Kapa 
Thom Mann 

 
April 26, 2026 
George Zigas 

George Taylor I 
Thomas Nance II 

Roy King 
Tony Gilbert 

Roger Sinclair 
 
 

The Holy Father’s Intentions  

for the Month of  

March 2026 
 

For disarmament and peace 

 

Let us pray that nations move 

toward effective disarmament, 

particularly nuclear disarmament, 

and that world leaders choose the 

path of dialogue and diplomacy 

instead of violence. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Mon., Mar. 30: Isaiah 42: 1-7; Psalm 27: 1, 2, 3, 13-14; John 12: 1-11  
 

Tues., Mar. 31: Isaiah 49: 1-6; Psalm 71: 1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17;  
John 13: 21-33, 36-38  
 

Wed., April 01:  Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 69: 8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34;  
Matthew 26: 14-25  
 

Thurs., April 02:  Exodus 12: 1-8, 11-14; Psalm 116: 12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18;  
First Corinthians 11: 23-26; John 13: 34; John 13: 1-15 
 

Fri., April 03: Isaiah 52: 13 – 53: 12; Psalm 31: 2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25; 
Hebrews 4: 14-16; 5: 7-9; Philippians 2: 8-9; John 18: 1 – 19: 42 

 

Sat., April 04: Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 2 or 1: 1, 26-31a; Psalm 104: 1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 
35; Genesis 22: 1-18; Psalm 16: 5, 8, 9-10, 11; Exodus 14: 15 – 15: 1; Exodus 15: 1-2, 3-
4, 5-6, 17-18; Isaiah 54: 5-14; Psalm 30: 2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; Isaiah 55: 1-11;  
Isaiah 12: 2-3, 4, 5-6; Baruch 3: 9-15, 32 – 4: 4; Psalm 19: 8, 9, 10, 11;  
Ezekiel 36: 16-17a, 18-28; Psalm 42: 3, 5; 43: 3, 4; Romans 6: 3-11;  
Psalm 118: 1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Matthew 28: 1-10 
 

Sun., April 05:  Acts 10: 34a, 37-43; Psalm 118: 1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Colossians 3: 1-4; 
First Corinthians 5: 7b-8a; John 20: 1-9 



Palm Sunday Food for Thought 
 

Where Have You Been? (Reflection on the Passion of Jesus Christ) 

Palm Sunday Year A tells the story of Jesus’ suffering and the choices people made around him. Some 

stayed silent, afraid to speak up. Others denied him or followed the crowd. Jesus stood alone, accepting 

pain and rejection without fighting back. His silence before his accusers showed his trust in God’s plan. 

The readings remind people to ask themselves where they would have stood in that moment. 

Palm Sunday Year A also invites people to respond to Jesus personally. He looks at them, just as he looked 

at his followers long ago, and asks them to walk with him. He does not promise comfort, but he promises 

his presence. Each person must choose whether to stay in the background or step forward in faith. Jesus’ 

suffering was not just a past event—it is a call to stand with him, to follow him, and to remain close even 

when it is difficult. 

Sacrifice and Love 

Palm Sunday Year A begins Holy Week by showing the joy and sorrow of Jesus’ journey to the cross. In 

the procession of the palms, we see Jesus entering Jerusalem as a humble and peaceful king, riding on a 

donkey. Crowds celebrate Him, waving palm branches and calling Him the Son of David. This fulfills Old 

Testament prophecies about the Messiah and shows Jesus as a leader who comes to save. 

The Gospel readings for Palm Sunday Year A also remind us of the cost of this salvation. We see Jesus’ 

betrayal, arrest, trial, and crucifixion. His humility and obedience in the face of suffering and abandonment 

show His great love for humanity. Jesus even quotes Psalm 22 on the cross, crying out to God in His pain. 

Yet, the psalm ends in hope, reminding us of God’s presence, even in suffering. 

The readings invite us to reflect on our own response to Jesus’ sacrifice. They ask us to consider whether 

we follow His example of love and selflessness. Holy Week is a chance to deepen our relationship with 

God and prepare for Easter by trusting in His presence and protection, even during hard times. 

As we enter Holy Week, take time to reflect on the readings for Palm Sunday Year A. Think about Jesus’ 

sacrifice and how it impacts your life. Consider how you respond to His call to love, humility, and faith. 

 

 

 

 

https://young-catholics.com/8167/where-have-you-been-reflection-and-discussion-questions-on-the-passion-of-jesus-christ/


  

Sunday Community Dinners…As one of our most important ministries to our members and 

neighbors, we have been blessed, but are in need of more and continued support. If you and 

your group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Georgia Kingsley via the rectory. 

March 29, 2026: Knights on Bikes; April 5, 2026: No Meal - Easter Sunday; April 12, 2026: Grosse 

Pointe Sunrise Rotary; Sister Mary Ellen Howard Reception;  

Nativity Pantry News:  We are grateful for your continued support of the pantry. Your weekly donations 
make a difference. This week we need Pork & Beans-yes again, vegetable oil, and Noodles. 
Again, thank you never seems to be enough, but THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you for the donations for the Easter Bags. We reached our goal of making 100 bags to pass out. There 

will many happy children Easter morning. We truly appreciate our St. Charles family's support for our 

community outreach. 
 

 

Archdiocese of Detroit Restructuring Process Updates 

Learn more about the Archdiocese of Detroit Restructuring Process: 

https://restructuring.aod.org/. 

  

Prayer for Archdiocesan Restructuring  

Come, Holy Spirit.  

Make your presence known 

 as we restructure the parishes and ministries 

 of our archdiocese. 
 

Be our light on the path we walk together.  

Help us hear your voice 

 in the quiet of our own hearts, 

 in the wisdom of others, 

 and in the world around us. 
 

We know you are with us 

 in every step of the process. 

 Give us clarity, understanding, and direction.  

In all things, help us share the light of your love. Amen. 
 

Ste. Anne, pray for us.  

Blessed Solanus Casey, pray for us.  

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://restructuring.aod.org/


 



  



  

 



 

Parish Nurse News and Notes  

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

 
  

Detroit Eastside Family Parish Information and Mass Times 
 

 

 

 

St Charles Borromeo Detroit 

1491 Baldwin 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-331-0253 

www.stcharlesborromeodetroit.org 

stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

Sunday: 11:30am 

Friday: 11am in rectory 

Live Stream & YouTube 
 

Sacred Heart 

1000 Eliot St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-831-1356 

www.sacredheartdetroit.com 

info@sacredheart.com 

Sunday: 8am and 10am 

Tuesday: 5pm 

Saturday: 5pm 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 

5900 McClellan 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-922-0033 

www.nativitydetroit.org 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday 9:30am 

Thursday: Holy Hour 8am; Mass 9am 

Live Stream and YouTube 
 

St. Elizabeth 

 5900 McCellan (at Nativity of Our Lord) 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-921-9225 

www.stelizabethdetroit.org 

saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com 

Sunday: 12:00pm 

St Augustine & St Monica 

4151 Seminole 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-921-4107 

www.saintamparish.org 

office@saintamparish.org 

Sunday: 10am 

Wednesday: 9am 

St. Raymond – Our Lady of Good Council 

20103 Joann 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0525 

www.straymondolgc.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Tuesday: 8:30am 

Thursday: 8:30am 

St. Jude 
15889 Seven Mile E · 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0380 

stjudedetroit.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Saturday: 4pm 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven/Good Shepherd 

8200 Rolyat St. 

Detroit, MI 48234 

313-891-4553 

ourladyofgoodshepherd.org 

Sunday: 9am 

Tuesday: 10:30am 

Thursday: 10:30am 

Friday: 10:30am 

Saturday: 4pm 
 

   

  

mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sacredheart.com
mailto:nativityol@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stelizabethdetroit.org/
mailto:saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com
mailto:office@saintamparish.org
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsM802zjMyNWC0UjWosLAwMkkxSzGyME4yMzI3NLcyqEhKsjQ1S0oxSjVLNjVMNUv1kiwuUShKrMzNz0tRSM4oLUrOUEhJLSnKzywBAGR1F_4&q=st+raymond+church+detroit&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&oq=st+ray&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg7MgYIAhBFGDsyEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyCggEEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEC4YgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDUzOTJqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.straymondolgc.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=our+lady+queen+of+heaven+detroit&sca_esv=18637f1ce6371d1f&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&ei=ZY8fadvUBvSgptQP8L_xqA4&ved=0ahUKEwibm6KO3YGRAxV0kIkEHfBfHOUQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=our+lady+queen+of+heaven+detroit&gs_lp=_W_BrIHBDAuMzO4B4cgwgcGMC40LjMxyAd-&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
  

 

 
Go to the giving site at:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stcharlesdetroit 

The VIGIL    PARISH & ARCHDIOCESAN INFORMATION     

St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic 

tradition. We strive to build a community of faith through education, worship, and evangelization. 

We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers and sisters, especially the sick and their 

families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional love, we 

strive to welcome everyone to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We 

acknowledge that it is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who strengthens and renews 

us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, until Jesus comes. 

 

St Charles Borromeo    

1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214      

(313) 331-0253   (Fax 313-331-4834) 
 

St. Charles Office Hours: 

Monday, 10am to 3pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm 

Friday, 9am to 3pm 
 

Pastoral Team 

Fr. Francis Asomkase, SSJ, Priest in Solidum and Moderator 

Fr. Richard Baumann, S.J., Priest in Solidum 

Reverend Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 

Fr. David Preuss, OFM, CAP, Priest in Solidum 

Deacon Joseph Jones 

Edward Cotton – Mission Support Director 

Rhonda Gilbert – Pastoral Associate 

Joan Jacobs & Angie Kadowaki – Boulevard Ministry Ministers 

Mary Catherine Wright – Parish Nurse 
 

Council Members:  Naim Edwards (Chairperson), Angela 

Kadawaki, Dennis Ballard (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Ballard, 

Alex Grabowski, Marian Harvey (Secretary), Freddie Henry, Mary 

Ellen Howard, Bruce McDonald, Mikhail Perkins, Richard Preuss, 

Linda Simpkins 

 

 
 

St Charles Website: www.stcharlesdetroit.org 

Email: stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Detroit MI 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@st.charlesborromeodetroit 

 

AOD Restructuring 

St. Charles Parish 

Leaders  
 

Doris Allen 

Alex Grabowski  

Joan Jacobs 

Bruce McDonald 

Richard Preuss 

 
Parish Point Person of 

Contact 
 

Rhonda Gilbert 

http://www.stcharlesdetroit.org/
mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com


 


