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“With a Prayer…” Thoughts for Today’s Readings 

 Sunday Food for Your Soul 

 
 

 
The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A reminds us that God’s love and mercy extend to 

all people. The readings show that faith is not limited by background or nationality. God welcomes 
those who seek Him with sincerity, and His mercy is always available. The Canaanite woman’s 
faith in the Gospel teaches us that perseverance in prayer brings blessings. These reflections help 
us see how God calls us to trust Him and to build an inclusive and faithful community. 

 

Inclusive House of Prayer 
 

The First Reading for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A speaks of God’s house as a 
place for all people. It is not just for one group or nation. Those who love Him and follow His ways 
will be welcomed. God does not turn away those who seek Him with sincerity. 
 

The Lord asks for righteousness and justice. He calls people to obey His covenant and keep 
the sabbath holy. This is not just for the people of Israel but for all who choose to follow Him. His 
love and blessings are not limited by background or nationality. 
 

This reading connects to the Gospel, where Jesus listens to the Canaanite woman. At first, 
she seems like an outsider, but her faith brings her close to Him. This shows that God’s love is 
greater than human divisions. 
 

As followers of Christ, we are called to build a welcoming community. The Church is 
meant to be a house of prayer for all people. Just as God does not exclude anyone who seeks Him, 
we must also open our hearts to others. 
 

God’s Enduring Mercy 
 

The Second Reading for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A reminds us that God’s 
mercy lasts forever. Paul speaks about the Gentiles being included in God’s plan. At first, they 
were seen as outsiders, but now they are welcomed. This was not by accident. It was part of God’s 
plan all along. 

God’s gifts and calling do not change. Even when people turn away, He does not abandon 
them. Paul explains that the disobedience of some has made room for mercy. Both Jews and 
Gentiles have received God’s kindness, not because they earned it, but because He chooses to give 
it. 

This reading shows that God’s mercy is greater than human failure. He does not hold 
grudges or take back His promises. Instead, He continues to invite people back to Him, no matter 
their past. 

Like the Canaanite woman in the Gospel, we all rely on God’s mercy. She did not come to 
Jesus because she deserved His help, but because she believed in His goodness. Her story reminds 
us that God’s mercy is for everyone who seeks Him. 

 

Faith Beyond Borders 
 

The Gospel for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A tells the story of a Canaanite 
woman who asks Jesus to heal her daughter. She is not Jewish, and at first, Jesus seems to ignore 
her. The disciples even want to send her away. But she does not give up. She keeps asking until 
Jesus responds. 

Her persistence shows deep faith. She believes Jesus can heal, even when she faces 
obstacles. Jesus tests her faith, and she proves that she trusts Him completely. In the end, Jesus 
praises her and grants her request. 

This story shows that faith is not about where you come from. It is about trusting in God. 
The woman was not part of the chosen people, yet her faith was strong. Jesus did not turn her away 
in the end. He saw her belief and answered her prayer. 

This teaches us to welcome others as Jesus did. Faith is not limited by race, culture, or 
background. God looks at the heart. The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A reminds us that 
anyone who believes in Him will be heard. 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
 

Isaiah 56: 1, 6-7  
(Justice and Salvation for all)  

 

Psalm 67: 2-3, 5, 6, 8 
(Praise for the Lord)  

 

Romans 11: 13-15, 29-32  

(Irrevocable Gifts and Call) 
 

Matthew 4: 23 
(Jesus Heals) 

 

Matthew 15: 21-28 
(Reward of Faith) 

COLLECTION INFO 
 

08/09/26  
  

Collection  $2,050.58          

 

Online $1,587.50      

 

Total $3,638.08       
 
 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE 
  

 

 

Good Stewards 

 

“For the gifts and the call of God are 

irrevocable.”  -  ROMANS 11:29 

 

God has a special mission in mind for each 

of us.  He has given us the gifts we need to 

accomplish that mission.  We are called to 

be good stewards by using those gifts to do 

the work that He has planned for each of us.  

If we deny our gifts or fail to use them as 

God calls us to use them, then some part of 

His work will be left undone.  Each of us 

has a part in God’s salvation plan. 

 
 

The VIGIL      PRAYERS, READINGS, & FINANCE     

PRAY FOR THE  
HEALING PRESENCE 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

 
 

August 16, 2026 
Andre Sewell 

Emerson Villanueva-Hay 
 

August 23, 2026 
Greg Pulis 
Aaron Cole 

 

August 30, 2026 
Virginia Zaborney 

 

September  06, 2026 
Shirley Bailey 

Lumyar Lockridge 
 

September 13, 2026 
Grace Hunter 

 

September 20, 2026 
Deceased Members of the 

East Catholic Class of 1971 
 

September 27, 2026 
Fred Murphy 

Marie Cunniffe 
 

The Holy Father’s Intentions  

for the Month of  

August 2026 
 

For Evangelization in the City 

 

Let us pray that in large cities often 

marked by anonymity and 

loneliness we find new ways to 

proclaim the Gospel, discovering 

creative paths to build community. 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Mon., Aug., 17:  Ezekiel 24: 15-23; Deuteronomy 32: 18-19, 20, 21; 
Matthew 5: 3; Matthew 19: 16-22 
 

Tues., Aug., 18: Ezekiel 28: 1-10; Deuteronomy 32: 26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-
36ab; Second Corinthians 8: 9; Matthew 19: 23-30 
 

Wed. Aug., 19: Ezekiel 34: 1-11; Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;  

Hebrews 4: 12; Matthew 20: 1-16  

Thurs., Aug., 20:  Ezekiel 36: 23-28; Psalm 51: 12-13, 14-15, 18-19; 

Psalm 95: 8; Matthew 22: 1-14   
 

Fri., Aug., 21:  Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Psalm 107: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
Psalm 25: 4b, 5a; Matthew 22: 34-40 
 

Sat., Aug. 22:  Ezekiel 43: 1-7ab; Psalm 85: 9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; 
Matthew 23: 9b, 10b; Matthew 23: 1-12 
 

Sun., Aug. 23:  Isaiah 22: 19-23; Psalm 138: 1-2a, 2bc-3, 6, 8; 
Romans 11: 33-36; Matthew 16: 18; Matthew 16: 13-20 



  
Sunday Community Dinner: As one of our most important ministries to our members and 

neighbors, we have been blessed, but are in need of more and continued support. If you and 

your group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Georgia Kingsley via the rectory.  

August 16, 2026: Secular Franciscans of St. Clare; August 23, 2026: Parish Annual Picnic; August 

30, 2026: St. Bonaventura Secular Franciscans; September 6, 2026: NO Meal – Labor Day Holiday

Nativity Pantry News: Your support of the pantry makes a huge difference each week. We are grateful 
for your continued support of the pantry. Your weekly donations make a difference. This week we are 
asking for Side dishes, regular size peanut butter and snacks/candy. Once again, we thank you for 
all that you do to help us. 
 

Your support of the pantry makes a huge difference each week. We are grateful for your continued 
support of the pantry. Your weekly donations make a difference. This week we are asking for Spaghetti 
Sauce & Noodles and Family size Peanut Butter which may still be on sale at Costco and Sam’s Club.. Once 
again, we thank you for all that you do to help us. 
 

 

 

 

Safe Environments (Protecting God’s Children) Renewal Update: As long as the email in VIRTUS 

is accurate for the individual, you will receive an email notification from VIRTUS 15 days prior to their 

training expiration date to complete the new recertification module. Suggestion: Be sure your current email 

address is the one on your VIRTUS Account by logging into your account (www.virtusonline.org). To update 

your email address, click on “I need LOGIN HELP” and follow the prompts. 

 
 

 

Archdiocese of Detroit Restructuring Process Updates 

Learn more about the Archdiocese of Detroit Restructuring Process: 
https://restructuring.aod.org/  

 

Prayer for Our Archdiocese – August 2026 

As the Archdiocese of Detroit continues its restructuring process, 

we place our trust in You. Grant wisdom to our leaders,  

courage to our pastors, and peace to all the faithful. 

 

Help us embrace change with faith, remain united in Christ,  

and keep our eyes fixed on Your mission. Strengthen our parish 

communities, renew our commitment to the Gospel, and guide us  

with Your Holy Spirit. 

 

Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 

 St. Anne, bless the Archdiocese of Detroit and lead us  

forward in hope. 

Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.virtusonline.org/
https://restructuring.aod.org/


St. Charles News and Events 
 

 



 
  



 
 

  



   
2026 CSA Campaign 

 
The 2026 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) for the Archdiocese of Detroit began on 
May 1, 2026. We warmly invite you to prayerfully consider supporting the efforts 
of our parish, St. Charles Borromeo, in this important campaign, which is an 
essential commitment for our community. The parish 2026 CSA goal is $24,387.00 
 
As a small token of our gratitude, those who make a gift of $75.00 or more to the 
2026 CSA will receive a beautiful St. Charles tote bag. The first batch of tote 
bags was gifted on Sunday, August 9, 2026. Next date will be announced. 
 
To learn more about this year’s campaign and its mission, we encourage you to 
read the Archbishop’s letter provided below. May God bless you for your 
generosity and continued support. To Give to CSA:  
https://www.givecsa.org/st-charles-borromeo-detroit 
 
CSA ALERT: The Archdiocese of Detroit has changed the 2026 CSA 
campaign ending date to 12/31/2026. After that date, no donations to the 2026 
CSA fund will be allowed. 

https://www.givecsa.org/st-charles-borromeo-detroit


ST. CHARLES WOMEN'S AND MEN'S RETREATS 

2026-2027 RETREAT SEASON 

SAVE THE DATES! 

 

 

 

 

Both retreats start on Friday evening with dinner and end after Sunday breakfast and Mass.  

 

The retreats are held at the St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat Center (23333 Schoolcraft 

Rd., Detroit). Retreat leaders are Fr. Pat Brennan, CP, Ms. Faith Offman, and Fr. Johnson 

Emmanuel, CP.  

 

What to expect:  

 

• Peace, quiet, and rest in your own room and bathroom.   

 

• Delicious meals (vegetarian, gluten free and vegan options available), and great conversations 

in the dining room. 

                                                                                                                               

• Interesting talks that relate to everyday life and our relationships with God and others.                             

 

• 18 acres with walkways, outdoor seating, a labyrinth, Stations of the Cross, and lots of wildlife.                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

• Opportunities for Confession, counselling, and private spiritual direction sessions.                                

 

• Come home feeling closer to God and your fellow parishioners.  

 

 

A $30.00 registration fee will hold your place. Suggested donation is $250.00. After that, 

please give whatever you can afford. Call Katie Hanselman at 313.535.9563 to register.  

 

For more information about the Women's Retreat, or to register please see Patty Gillis, or call 

her at 313.399.8320. For more information about the Men’s retreat, or to register, please see 

James Taylor, or call him at 313.622.4505. 

 

          

 

Women’s Retreat: September 25-27, 2026 

Men’s Retreat: April 23-25, 2027 

  



  



 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Go to the giving site at:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stcharlesdetroit 

The VIGIL    PARISH & ARCHDIOCESAN INFORMATION     

St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic 

tradition. We strive to build a community of faith through education, worship, and evangelization. 

We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers and sisters, especially the sick and their 

families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional love, we 

strive to welcome everyone to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We 

acknowledge that it is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who strengthens and renews 

us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, until Jesus comes. 

 

St Charles Borromeo    

1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214      

(313) 331-0253  
 

St. Charles Office Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10am to 3pm 

Friday, 9am to 1pm 
 

Pastoral Team 

Fr. Francis Asomkase, SSJ, Priest in Solidum and Moderator 

Reverend Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 

Fr. David Preuss, OFM, CAP, Priest in Solidum 

Deacon Joseph Jones 

Edward Cotton – Mission Support Director 

Rhonda Gilbert – Pastoral Associate 

Joan Jacobs & Angie Kadowaki – Boulevard Ministry Ministers 

Mary Catherine Wright – Parish Nurse 
 

Council Members:  Naim Edwards (Chairperson), Angela 

Kadawaki, Dennis Ballard (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Ballard, 

Alex Grabowski, Marian Harvey (Secretary), Freddie Henry, Mary 

Ellen Howard, Bruce McDonald, Mikhail Perkins, Richard Preuss, 

Linda Simpkins 

 

 
 

St Charles Website: www.stcharlesdetroit.org 

Email: stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Detroit MI 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@st.charlesborromeodetroit 

 

AOD Restructuring 

St. Charles Parish 

Leaders  
 

Doris Allen 

Alex Grabowski  

Joan Jacobs 

Bruce McDonald 

Richard Preuss 

 
Parish Point Person of 

Contact 
 

Rhonda Gilbert 

http://www.stcharlesdetroit.org/
mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com


 

 
 

Parish Nurse News and Notes August 
 

August: National Breastfeeding Month 

 
Dear Church Family,  
 
August is National Wellness Month, a wonderful reminder to take care of our whole selves—body, 
mind, and spirit. One of the simplest and most important ways we can improve our health is by getting 
enough rest and sleep. Our bodies need sleep to restore energy, support the immune system, 
improve memory, and help us manage stress.  
 
Most adults need about 7–9 hours of sleep each night. Try to keep a regular bedtime and wake-up 
time, even on weekends. Create a peaceful bedtime routine by turning off televisions, phones, and 
other electronic devices before bed. Avoid large meals and too much caffeine close to bedtime, and 
keep your bedroom comfortable, quiet, and dark.  
 
Rest is more than sleeping. Taking time during the day to slow down, pray, read, enjoy family and 
friends, or simply sit quietly can help refresh our minds and bodies. When we are constantly busy and 
tired, it can affect our mood, blood pressure, concentration, and overall health. Remember that taking 
time to rest is not being lazy—it is an important part of caring for the body God has given us. 
  
If you regularly have trouble sleeping, wake up feeling exhausted, or have concerns about your sleep, 
talk with your healthcare provider. Let us make rest and healthy sleep a priority this month and 
throughout the year.  
 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." — Matthew 11:28  
Blessings,  
 
Mary Catherine Wright, RN Parish Nurse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have BP screening on August 30 after mass. We are also starting a hypertension class 

on October 11th after mass for 8 weeks. More details to follow.  

 

Thank you to those folks who helped us last week with the BP screening: Margaret Ann 

Murphy, Patricia Ballard and Kim Spaniola. We are always in need of volunteers to help.**  

 

 

**To volunteer, you must have a current Protecting God’s Children PLUS a current 

Criminal Background check on file with the parish. 

 



 
 



Detroit Eastside Family of Parishes Information and Mass Times 
 

 

 

 

St Charles Borromeo Detroit 

1491 Baldwin 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-331-0253 

www.stcharlesborromeodetroit.org 

stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

Sunday: 11:30am 

Friday: 11am in rectory 

Live Stream & YouTube 

Bible Study – Wednesday 6-7pm 

Sacred Heart 

1000 Eliot St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-831-1356 

www.sacredheartdetroit.com 

info@sacredheart.com 

Sunday: 8am and 10am 

Tuesday: 5pm 

Saturday: 5pm 
 

 
Nativity of Our Lord 

5900 McClellan 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-922-0033 

www.nativitydetroit.org 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 
Sunday 9:30am 

Thursday: Holy Hour 8am; Mass 9am 

Live Stream and YouTube 

 

St Augustine & St Monica 

4151 Seminole 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-921-4107 

www.saintamparish.org 

office@saintamparish.org 

Sunday: 10am 

Wednesday: 9am 

Bible Study – Monday 6-7pm 
 

 

St. Jude 
15889 E. Seven Mile  

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0380 

Detroit, MI 48205 

stjudedetroit.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 
 

 

St. Elizabeth 

 5900 McClellan (at Nativity of Our Lord) 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-921-9225 

www.stelizabethdetroit.org 

saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com 

Sunday: 12:00pm 
 
 
 
 

St. Raymond – Our Lady of Good Council 

20103 Joann 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0525 

www.straymondolgc.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Tuesday: 8:30am 

Thursday: 8:30am 

Bible Study – Friday 6-7pm 

 
 

mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sacredheart.com
mailto:nativityol@sbcglobal.net
mailto:office@saintamparish.org
http://www.stelizabethdetroit.org/
mailto:saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsM802zjMyNWC0UjWosLAwMkkxSzGyME4yMzI3NLcyqEhKsjQ1S0oxSjVLNjVMNUv1kiwuUShKrMzNz0tRSM4oLUrOUEhJLSnKzywBAGR1F_4&q=st+raymond+church+detroit&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&oq=st+ray&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg7MgYIAhBFGDsyEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyCggEEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEC4YgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDUzOTJqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.straymondolgc.org/


 


