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“With a Prayer…” Thoughts for Today’s Readings 

 Sunday Food for Your Soul 

 
 

 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

How do you react when things aren’t fair? For that matter, how do we know if things are or 
are not fair? Do children on the playground have an innate understanding of what is fair? 

To be honest, trying to be fair has always been a goal of mine. We have four children and 
eight grandchildren and my wife and I often worry about being fair when doing something for one 
of these loved ones – will the others perceive our actions as being fair? Today’s Daily Readings 
clearly speak to this issue from God’s perspective rather than from the world’s viewpoint. 

To begin our analysis of determining what is or is not fair, it is crucial that we establish the 
ground rules. The first reading from the 55th chapter of Isaiah holds the key. Here we are reminded 
that our Lord is a God of mercy who is generous and forgiving. Without losing sight of that fact, 
we are then reminded that God’s thoughts and His ways are far beyond our ability to fully grasp. 
 God’s thoughts and ways are truly beyond anything we could ever hope to fully understand. 
Starting from this foundation certainly makes my life easier to navigate. For as I better grasp the 
obvious fact that my Lord who perfectly created the heavens and the earth is literally beyond 
anything I could ever imagine, then I can be free to accept life as it comes. While I have an 
obligation to pursue everything that God has laid out for me, I need not worry about how the world 
might judge the fairness of my actions. I need only to seek to please God and to try to follow his 
directives for my life. 
 Psalm 145 further reinforces this truth by reminding us that God’s “greatness is 
unsearchable!” He is, “gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The Lord is 
good to all and compassionate toward all his works.” Our incredible God is amazingly “near to all 
who call upon him.” So as long as we continually seek Him, we do not have to worry about 
whether the world will judge us on its fairness scale – for the condition of our heart in God’s eyes 
is the only fairness goal we need to seek. Today’s second reading from the first chapter of 
Philippians reminds us that we need only to conduct ourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. 
 Jesus clearly understands the way the world thinks. Mankind has continually failed to 
understand the concept of being fair. While we can find countless teachings on how to live our 
lives, (e.g. the love chapter in 1st Corinthians 13), today’s Gospel found in Matthew 20 clearly 
addresses the typical line of thought demonstrating the world’s understanding of what is fair. While 
it is easy to understand that it doesn’t seem fair for a worker working all day to receive the same 
compensation as the one who only works an hour, Jesus teaches us in this example that the 
landowner did not cheat anyone, but rather he was simply being generous. The parable could end 
with this lesson on giving lavishly, but it does not end there, rather it provides us a crucial 
understanding of grace and redemption. As a fallen man, I have lived too much of my life 
following sinful thoughts, words and actions. In this story God has left no doubt that He views 
fairness through a heart lens. I can confidently run to my Savior, knowing it is not too late to bask 
in His incredible love and mercy. What is important is turning to Jesus, no matter when we make 
that choice or what the world may think of our choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the incredible wisdom 

you provide throughout your Word. Help us to better grasp 

how high your ways and thoughts are above ours so that we 

can confidently seek your truth in every moment of our life. 

In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

Amen 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
 

Isaiah 55: 6-9  
(Seek the Lord) 

 
Psalm 145: 2-3, 8-9, 17-18 

(The Nearness of God) 
 

Philippians 1: 20c-24, 27a  
(Life in Christ) 

 
Acts 16: 14b 

(Listen to Jesus) 
 

Matthew 20: 1-16a 
(The Workers in the Vineyard) 

 

COLLECTION INFO 
 

09/13/26  
  

Collection  $  869.00          

 

Online $1,037.50      

 

Total $1,906.50    
 
 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE 
  

 
 

Stewardship Sharing 
 

“Thus, the last will be first, and the first will 

be last”.  - MATTHEW 20:16 

 

You’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you 

start, but how you finish.”  This certainly 

applies to this Bible passage.  We have a 

responsibility not only for our own lives, but 

for the lives of others as well.  We are called 

to generously share our gifts through 

stewardship, not hoard them for our own 

use.  Our sincere gratitude and cheerful 

generosity will help us live “God-centered” 

lives and not “self-centered” lives. 

 
 

The VIGIL      PRAYERS, READINGS, & FINANCE     

PRAY FOR THE  
HEALING PRESENCE 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

 
 

 

September 20, 2026 
Deceased Members of the 

East Catholic Class of 1971 
Brooke Bertolini 

 
September 27, 2026 

Fred Murphy 
Marie Cunniffe 

 
October 4, 2026 

Kathy Kapa 
Roger Sinclair 

Georgine Ayoub  
Carl Ayoub 

 
October 11, 2026 

Rovano and Shook Families 
Evelyn Seyboldt 

 
October 18, 2026 

Lisa Little 
Howard Clemmens, Jr.  

Jamal Walker 
 

October 25, 2026 
Toufie & Alice Ayoub 

Angela McDonald 
 

The Holy Father’s Intentions  

for the Month of  

September 2026 
 

For the care of water 

 

Let us pray for a just and 

sustainable management of water, 

a vital resource, so that everyone 

may have equal access to it. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Mon., Sept., 21:  Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-13; Psalm 19: 2-3, 4-5; Matthew 9: 9-13 
 

Tues., Sept., 22: Proverbs 21: 1-6, 10-13; Psalm 119: 1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44;  
Luke 11: 28; Luke 8: 19-21 
 

Wed. Sept., 23: Proverbs 30: 5-9; Psalm 119: 29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163;  

Mark 1: 15; Luke 9: 1-6 

Thurs., Sept., 24: Ecclesiastes 1: 2-11; Psalm 90: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc; 

John 14: 6; Luke 9: 7-9 
 

Fri., Sept., 25: Ecclesiastes 11: 9 – 12: 8; Psalm 90: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; 

Second Timothy 1: 10; Luke 9: 43b-45 
 

Sat., Sept. 26: Ecclesiastes 11: 9 – 12: 8; Psalm 90: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; 
Second Timothy 1: 10; Luke 9: 43b-45 
 

Sun., Sept. 27: Ezekiel 18: 25-28; Psalm 25: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Philippians 2: 1-11; John 10: 
27; Matthew 21: 28-32 



  
Sunday Community Dinner: As one of our most important ministries to our members and 
neighbors, we have been blessed, but are in need of more and continued support. If you and 
your group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Georgia Kingsley via the rectory.  
September 20, 2026: Garey Harvey; September 27, 2026 Villanueva and Bell Families and Katy; 
October 4, 2026: Sponsor Needed; October 11, 2026: The Corner Table; October 18, 2026: 
Corrine Bojanic; October 25, 2026: St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans; November 01, 2026: 
Grosse Pointe Rotary Club (Alumni Sunday)  
  
 

Nativity Pantry News: Your support for the pantry makes a huge difference each week. We are 
grateful for your continued support of the pantry. Your weekly donations make a difference. 
This week we are asking for Peanut Butter, Soup and Snacks.  Once again, we thank you for 
all that you do to help us. 
 
 

Safe Environments (Protecting God’s Children) Renewal Update: As long as the email in VIRTUS 

is accurate for you, you will receive an email notification from VIRTUS 15 days prior to your training 

expiration date to complete the new recertification module. Suggestion: Be sure your current email address is 

the one on your VIRTUS Account by logging into your account (www.virtusonline.org). To update your email 

address, click on “I need LOGIN HELP” and follow the prompts. 

 
 

Your Voice, Your Vote: Helpful Election Information 
 

1. Check your voter registration today and again before Election Day at VOTE411. 
 

2. If you plan to vote early or absentee, review the deadlines and requirements established by 
your local election officials. 
 

3. If voting absentee, check with your city or township clerk regarding available ballot return 
options, including mail and secure drop boxes. 

 

4. Please share this voting information with family, friends, and neighbors. 
 

Archdiocese of Detroit Restructuring Process Updates 
Learn more about the Archdiocese of Detroit Restructuring Process: 
https://restructuring.aod.org/  

Prayer for Our Archdiocese – September 2026 
Prayer for the Archdiocese of Detroit 

 

Heavenly Father, 
We place before You the people, parishes, clergy, and ministries of the Archdiocese of Detroit  

during this time of restructuring and renewal. 
 

Send forth Your Holy Spirit to guide Archbishop Weisenburger, our priests, deacons, religious, and all the 
faithful as they discern the path ahead. Grant wisdom in every decision, courage in times of uncertainty, and 

charity in all conversations. 
 

Help us to remain united in faith, rooted in prayer, and focused on Your mission. Strengthen our parish 
communities so that they may be vibrant centers of worship, evangelization, and service. 

 
Comfort those who experience loss or change, and inspire hope that You are leading Your Church toward a 

fruitful future. May every decision be made for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. 
 

Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Anne, and all the saints of Detroit, guide us forward 
with confidence in Christ. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.virtusonline.org/
https://www.vote411.org/
https://restructuring.aod.org/


Religious Education News 
 

 
 

Registration for Religious Education for the upcoming year begins today, Sunday, 

September 20, 2026. We warmly invite families to enroll their children in our Faith Formation 

program as they continue to grow in their knowledge and love of Christ and prepare to receive 

the sacraments. Please see Barbara Taylor after Mass or contact the parish office to register 

your children. 
 

Parents of children preparing to receive the Sacraments of First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation are invited to attend our first parent meeting on Sunday, October 4, 2026, 

at 10:30 a.m. in the Social Hall. This gathering will provide important information and 

guidance as we journey together in faith and prepare our children to receive these sacred 

sacraments. 
 

Sacramental preparation classes will be held on the first two Sundays of each month from 

10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We look forward to supporting your family as your children grow in 

their relationship with Christ and deepen their understanding of the Catholic faith. 

  

 

 
 

OCIA: An Invitation to Deepen Your Faith: Discover the Catholic Way of Life 
 

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is beginning a brand-new journey, and 
we want to welcome you! If you have never been baptized, or if you simply want to learn more 
about the Catholic faith in a warm, welcoming environment with no pressure, here is your 
invitation. 

• First Session: Today, Sunday, September 20, 2026 
• When: 12:45 PM – 2:00 PM (Directly following the 11:30 AM Sunday Mass) 
• Where: St. Charles Social Hall 
• Commitment: We meet in person on the first two Sundays of each month. On the off-

weeks, you will be paired with a dedicated personal Sponsor to review short at-home 
readings and walk this journey of discipleship side-by-side. 

We are also looking for OCIA Sponsors! If you are a practicing Catholic who loves your 
faith and wants to help mentor and guide, we need you! You don’t need to be a theology 
professor—just a friend willing to listen, pray, and walk together. 
 

Please see Barbara Taylor after Mass or contact the parish office to register. 



CHARLES WOMEN'S RETREAT 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Love is ingenious not because it is sentimental or sweet, but because it refuses to give 

up when ordinary ways fail. Love finds a window. Love finds another language. Love 

finds another way. 

 

This retreat invites us to rediscover the ingenuity of love in the struggles we face today - 

our relationships, losses, divisions, loneliness; within ourselves, our families, church 

and world. Rooted in the Passionist charism and the wisdom of St. Paul of the Cross, we 

will explore how God’s love never runs out of imagination and how we too, are called 

to become signs of that inventive, healing, life-giving love. 

 

Our retreat starts with dinner at 6 PM Friday evening and ends after Mass and breakfast 

on Sunday morning. $50.00 will hold your place. Please pay what you can afford at the 

retreat. Suggested donation is $250.00. Gift certificates are available. Please see or call 

Patty Gillis (313.399.8320) or Jessica Edwards (313.917.0129) for more info. To 

register, go to www.stpaulretreat.org and register for "Women's Retreat #1, or call 

Katie at the retreat center: 313.535.9563. Jessica and Patty can also help you register. 
 

          

 

 

 
 
  
How to Register: Contact Barbara Taylor or call the parish office. 

 

Women’s Retreat: September 25-27, 2026 
 

This Year's Theme Is "Love Is Ingenious" 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpaulretreat.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFTYTVBaW9Fd0s3S3U0MUZlc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsWoLdTJD2He16ada5kKRHR9Xbx2-6EXOysfIpON6j-8V_ZQGjBGF-h85BjX_aem_bsZ8yXvKPo4Dx0ehL9LH6Q&h=AUBTH5BT8Dt5uSHFMo9vEAGU3LCGp19vfKgBvsR_7ZCxAMLQEvi4WGUhEnWaTAkZyierS4ap8S_E4zNNLqN4OjCLwcLSU4ntm4lLMW42IdD9FIw8nv9znEFzbeo-2JuiRhMY5YhGGYa-I5A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUBW6hbAyya_6SrbEhFu3CewPVmgbHhNS3kypDbOKHY5TlhH55d6DUvX0K7_ysaneEzXWMWudOhleBL6ht18gcqahIFZNo-LcKDMAtGI5o54AgI6pzjKpeY8zBYalxR0FpJ4oRBYTP6iwUd72WbJzHQeSG2xxiBOPY3Q4MeXkkmno59QMbksMi4DjkBn4UR1sCfWI4B8wRwg4Lzvvtw8y03ITe6mj0s


 
 

  

 

ST. CHARLES WOMEN'S RETREAT 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 



 

 

 

Conversations for Hope: How to put your faith into action 
 

Our Catholic faith calls us to welcome the stranger, accompany our neighbors, and work for 

the common good. 

 

 

 

 



  



 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                             
 

 

 
Go to the giving site at:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stcharlesdetroit 

The VIGIL    PARISH & ARCHDIOCESAN INFORMATION     

St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic 

tradition. We strive to build a community of faith through education, worship, and evangelization. 

We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers and sisters, especially the sick and their 

families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional love, we 

strive to welcome everyone to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We 

acknowledge that it is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who strengthens and renews 

us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, until Jesus comes. 

 

St Charles Borromeo    

1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214      

(313) 331-0253  
 

St. Charles Office Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10am to 3pm 

Friday, 9am to 1pm 
 

Pastoral Team 

Fr. Francis Asomkase, SSJ, Administrator 

Reverend Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Associate Pastor 

Fr. Justus Ihemawulotu, SSJ, Associate Pastor 

Fr. David Preuss, OFM, Cap, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Joseph Jones 

Edward Cotton – Mission Support Director 

Rhonda Gilbert – Pastoral Associate 

Joan Jacobs & Angie Kadowaki – Boulevard Ministry Ministers 

Mary Catherine Wright – Parish Nurse 
 

Council Members:  Naim Edwards (Chairperson), Angela 

Kadawaki, Dennis Ballard (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Ballard, 

Alex Grabowski, Marian Harvey (Secretary), Freddie Henry, Bruce 

McDonald, Mikhail Perkins, Richard Preuss, Linda Simpkins 

 

 
 

St Charles Website: www.stcharlesdetroit.org 

Email: stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Detroit MI 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@st.charlesborromeodetroit 

 

AOD Restructuring 

St. Charles Parish 

Leaders  
 

Doris Allen 

Alex Grabowski  

Joan Jacobs 

Bruce McDonald 

Richard Preuss 

 
Parish Point Person of 

Contact 
 

Rhonda Gilbert 

http://www.stcharlesdetroit.org/
mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com


 
 

 



Detroit Eastside Family of Parishes Information and Mass Times 
 

 

 

 

 

St Charles Borromeo Detroit 

1491 Baldwin 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-331-0253 

www.stcharlesborromeodetroit.org 

stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

Sunday: 11:30am 

Friday: 11am in rectory 

Live Stream & YouTube 

Bible Study – Wednesday 6-7pm 

 

Sacred Heart 

1000 Eliot St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-831-1356 

www.sacredheartdetroit.com 

info@sacredheart.com 

Sunday: 8am and 10am 

Tuesday: 5pm 

Saturday: 5pm 
 

 
Nativity of Our Lord 

5900 McClellan 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-922-0033 

www.nativitydetroit.org 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 
Sunday 9:30am 

Thursday: Holy Hour 8am; Mass 9am 

Live Stream and YouTube 

 

St Augustine & St Monica 

4151 Seminole 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-921-4107 

www.saintamparish.org 

office@saintamparish.org 

Sunday: 10am 

Wednesday: 9am 

Bible Study – Monday 6-7pm 
 

 

 

St. Jude 
15889 E. Seven Mile  

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0380 

Detroit, MI 48205 

stjudedetroit.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 
 

 

St. Elizabeth 

 5900 McClellan (at Nativity of Our Lord) 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-921-9225 

www.stelizabethdetroit.org 

saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com 

Sunday: 12:00pm 
 
 
 
 

St. Raymond – Our Lady of Good Council 

20103 Joann 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0525 

www.straymondolgc.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Tuesday: 8:30am 

Thursday: 8:30am 

Bible Study – Friday 6-7pm 

 

 

mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sacredheart.com
mailto:nativityol@sbcglobal.net
mailto:office@saintamparish.org
http://www.stelizabethdetroit.org/
mailto:saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsM802zjMyNWC0UjWosLAwMkkxSzGyME4yMzI3NLcyqEhKsjQ1S0oxSjVLNjVMNUv1kiwuUShKrMzNz0tRSM4oLUrOUEhJLSnKzywBAGR1F_4&q=st+raymond+church+detroit&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&oq=st+ray&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg7MgYIAhBFGDsyEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyCggEEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEC4YgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDUzOTJqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.straymondolgc.org/


 


