
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church  

 

  

   

  

 
Christmas Vigil and Christmas Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

THE VIGIL 
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“With a Prayer…” Thoughts for Today’s Readings 
 

Christmas Food for Your Soul 
 
 

 

 
 

"On this holy night, while we contemplate the Infant Jesus just born and placed in the 
manger, we are invited to reflect. How do we welcome the tenderness of God? Do I allow 
myself to be taken up by God, to be embraced by him, or do I prevent him from drawing 
close?" - Pope Francis (Christmas Homily, 2014) 
 
The past year has seen many moments that called out for the "tenderness of 
God."  Challenging moments of war, suffering, natural disaster, and human-caused neglect 
- seemingly harsh, rather than tender.  Some might use the harshness of the world as an 
excuse to move away from God or render God irrelevant.  Yet, there is still a seeking in the 
human heart given by God who desires to embrace us and draw us close.  When we look at 
the scene of the Nativity, do we see the tenderness of God in the midst of the harsh reality 
that Mary and Joseph were not shown tenderness in their need, but instead were 
rejected?  The Son of God came into the world in poverty.  At the end of his earthly life, he 
was rejected once again. The Father, though, continued to show mercy, love, and 
tenderness by raising him up, opening the way to salvation, and leaving us a share in 
Christ's mission of love and mercy until he comes again. 
 
During this Jubilee of Mercy and beyond, may we go about doing Christ's mission well 
through living tenderness, reviving faith, rekindling charity - living 
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  These works of mercy are practical ways for us 
to welcome and share the "tenderness of God." 
 
On behalf of the board, staff, collaborators, and advisors of the Catholic Apostolate Center, 
may you have a Blessed Christmas and a good New Year!  You will be remembered by me 
at Masses during the Christmas season!  
 
May the charity of Christ urge us on! 

 

Fr. Frank Donio, S.A.C.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2014/documents/papa-francesco_20141224_omelia-natale.html?utm_source=Christmas+2015&utm_campaign=Advent+Resources&utm_medium=archive
http://www.jubileeofmercy.us/?utm_source=Christmas+2015&utm_campaign=Advent+Resources&utm_medium=archive
http://wwwmigrate.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/the-corporal-works-of-mercy.cfm?utm_source=Christmas+2015&utm_campaign=Advent+Resources&utm_medium=archive
http://wwwmigrate.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/the-spiritual-works-of-mercy.cfm?utm_source=Christmas+2015&utm_campaign=Advent+Resources&utm_medium=archive


 

 

 

Deacon Joseph, the entire St. Charles and the Detroit Lower Eastside Family of Parishes 

welcomes you and is glad you're here. We look forward to having you as part of our 

Pastoral Team. 
 

St. Charles Upcoming Events 
 

 
 

Parish Nurse News and Notes 
 
Parish Nurse News and Notes-St Charles September is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month Did 
you know that 1 in 8 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in their lifetime? September is 

Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, a time to bring attention to one of the most common 
cancers among men—and to encourage early detection. What is Prostate Cancer? Prostate 

cancer is a disease where cancer cells form in the tissues of the prostate—a small gland in men 
that helps produce semen. While it often grows slowly, some forms can be aggressive. Who is 

at Risk? ● Men over 50 ● African American men ● Men with a family history of prostate 
cancer What Can You Do? ● Talk to your doctor about screening, especially if you’re over 50 
or have risk factors. ● Maintain a healthy lifestyle—exercise regularly, eat a balanced diet, and 

don’t smoke. ● Be aware of symptoms like difficulty urinating, blood in urine or semen, or 
pain in the back or hips—but remember, many men have no symptoms at all.o Faith and 

Health Go Hand in Hand As stewards of the bodies God has given us, we are called to care for 
our health. Encourage the men in your life—husbands, fathers, brothers, and sons—to speak to 
their doctor about prostate health.Let us pray for healing, wisdom for doctors, and the courage 
to take proactive steps for our well-being. Don't forget to sign up for our upcoming Diabetes 
Prevention program starting next week on Sunday , September 21 , from 1:30 to 2:30 in the 
church hall .(in the classroom).Open to all parishes in our family . We will also be having 

Blood Pressure screening on Sept 21 before and after mass. Blessings, Mary Catherine Wright 
RN, Parish Nurse 

St. Charles Men’s Retreat is September 19-21, 2025  

“Navigating Turbulent Waters” 
 

Info about the retreat: 

The retreat begins with dinner on Friday evening and ends on Sunday morning after breakfast and Mass (about 
11AM). St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat Center is at 23333 Schoolcraft, which is the eastbound service 
drive for I-96, just east of Telegraph Rd.  

A retreat is a precious opportunity to renew faith, experience the loving presence of God and to seek the wisdom 
necessary for peaceful daily living. This year’s theme is ”Navigating Turbulent Waters”. 

Each man has his own bedroom and bathroom—all linens provided. The suggested donation is $225.00, and 
retreatants are asked to give whatever they can afford to cover the costs. To register see or call James Taylor at 
313.622.4505 or call Christine at the Retreat Center at 313-535-9563. You may also register online at Register 
Here. A $30.00 deposit will hold your place. 

 

 
  

Sunday Community Dinners… As one of our most important ministries to our members and neighbors, we have been 

blessed. We are in need of more. If you and your group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Georgia Kingsley 

via the rectory. Sunday, December 28, 2025: NO MEAL (Holiday); January 4, 2026: SPONSOR NEEDED; January 11, 2026: 

Angie Kadowaki & Family; January 18, 2026: Parish Council; January 25, 2026: St. Bonaventure Secular Franciscans; 

February 15, 2025: Kim & Steve Llorens 

 

Nativity Pantry News:  We are so grateful for your continued support of the pantry. The pantry will 

reopen on January 8th. The one thing we are totally out of is Family Size Peanut Butter, which 

will be needed when we reopen on January 8th. Again, we thank you for all you do to help us. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                        

The VIGIL    Parish News and More     

 

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the 

song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let 

kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us 

from evil by the blessing which Christ brings and teach us to be merry with 

clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and 

Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and 

forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  

Amen. 

 

file:///C:/Users/stcha/Downloads/Register%20Here
file:///C:/Users/stcha/Downloads/Register%20Here


 

 

  
Jean-Marie Allion 
Anderson and Miller Family 
Paul Andrecovich 
Kathy Ayoub 
Mary Canaday 
Jane Colombo 
Kyle Duker 
Jim Dutkiewicz 
Doris Franklin 
Anna Grabowski 
Nancy Hayes 
Jim Howard 
Evelyn Hughes 
Bertha Jackson-Hyde 
Michelle Koss 
Steve Lamendola 
Michael Martin 
Jacqueline Morant 
Gloria Parham 
Ronald Parham 
Vertis Park, Sr. 
Earlene Park-Williams 
Orlando Richardson 
Aaron Scott 
Cherise Sweeney 
Jonathan Taylor 
Tommy Traylor 
Anna Tyler 
Guillerma Villanueva 
Eldora White 
 

Please call the rectory at 313-
331-0253 to let us know when 
a name should be added to or 
removed from the list. Names 
will stay on the list for 3 
months, but can be continued 
if we are notified of the 
wishes to do so. 

 
 
 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Isaiah 9:1-6 

(The Messiah’s Kingdom) 

 

Psalm 96 

(Bless the Lord)) 

 

Timothy 2:11-14 

(Salvation for All) 

  

Luke 2:10-11 

(Great Joy) 

 

Luke2:1-14 

(Birth of Christ) 

 
COLLECTION INFO 

12-21-2025 
 

    Collection  $ 9,228.58    
    Online      $ 1,617.00          

 
     TOTAL     $10,845.58     
 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE  
 

 
“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of 

the Lord had commanded him and  took his 

wife into his home.”  Matthew 1:24 

 

Joseph is the ultimate example of complete trust 

in God. It is hard to imagine what he must have 

been thinking when he learned that Mary was 

expecting a child and then when an angel 

appeared to him told him to take Mary into his 

home. It was undoubtedly confusing and 

frightening. But he recognized that it was God’s 

plan for him – despite his many questions and 

fears. What can you learn from Joseph about 

hearing and heeding God’s call for you?.   
 

 

 

 

The VIGIL      PRAYERS, READINGS, & FINANCE     

PRAY FOR THE  

HEALING PRESENCE 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

December 28, 2025 

Steven & Catherine Bogotaitis 

Kevin Scully 

Madalere Mannino 
 

January 4, 2026 

Dr. Robert Preuss 
 

January 11, 2026 

Patricia Sweeting 

Carolyn Loringer 

James Callahan 
 

January 18, 2026 

Michael Ayoub 

Renee Valenti 
 

January 25, 2026 

Fr. Dan Trapp 

Joyce Carson 

Carolyn Carson 

 

 

The Holy Father’s Intentions  

for the Month of  

December 2025 
 

For Christians in areas of conflict 

 
Let us pray that Christians living in 

areas of war or conflict, especially in 

the Middle East, might be seeds of 

peace, reconciliation, and hope. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 

Thurs., Dec. 25: Isaiah 52: 7-10; Psalm 98: 1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Hebrews 1: 1-6;  

John 1: 1-18 
 

Fri., Dec. 26: Acts 6: 8-10; 7: 54-59; Psalm 31: 3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17;  

Psalm 118: 26a, 27a; Matthew 10: 17-22  
 

Sat., Dec. 27: First John 1: 1-4; Psalm 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12; John 20: 1a and 2-8 
 

Sun., Dec. 28: Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14; Psalm 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5; Colossians 3: 12- 

21; Colossians 3: 15a, 16a; Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 

 



  



Parish Nurse News and Notes December  

 



 
 

Detroit Eastside Family Parish Information and Mass Times 
 

 

 

 

St Charles Borromeo Detroit 

1491 Baldwin 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-331-0253 

www.stcharlesborromeodetroit.org 

stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

Sunday: 11:30am 

Friday: 11am in rectory 

Live Stream & YouTube 
 

Sacred Heart 

1000 Eliot St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-831-1356 

www.sacredheartdetroit.com 

info@sacredheart.com 

Sunday: 8am and 10am 

Tuesday: 5pm 

Saturday: 5pm 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 

5900 McClellan 

Detroit, MI 48213 

313-922-0033 

www.nativitydetroit.org 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday 9:30am 

Thursday: Holy Hour 8am; Mass 9am 

Live Stream and YouTube 
 

St. Elizabeth 

3138 E. Canfield St. 

Detroit, MI 48207 

313-921-9225 

www.stelizabethdetroit.org 

saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com 

Sunday: 12:00pm 

St Augustine & St Monica 

4151 Seminole 

Detroit, MI 48214 

313-921-4107 

www.saintamparish.org 

office@saintamparish.org 

Sunday: 10am 

Wednesday: 9am 

St. Raymond – Our Lady of Good Council 

20103 Joann 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0525 

www.straymondolgc.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Tuesday: 8:30am 

Thursday: 8:30am 

St. Jude 
15889 Seven Mile E · 

Detroit, MI 48205 

313-527-0380 

stjudedetroit.org 

Sunday: 10:30am 

Saturday: 4pm 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven/Good Shepherd 

8200 Rolyat St. 

Detroit, MI 48234 

313-891-4553 

ourladyofgoodshepherd.org 

Sunday: 9am 

Tuesday: 10:30am 

Thursday: 10:30am 

Friday: 10:30am 

Saturday: 4pm 
 

   

  

mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sacredheart.com
mailto:nativityol@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stelizabethdetroit.org/
mailto:saintelizabethchurchofdetroit@gmail.com
mailto:office@saintamparish.org
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsM802zjMyNWC0UjWosLAwMkkxSzGyME4yMzI3NLcyqEhKsjQ1S0oxSjVLNjVMNUv1kiwuUShKrMzNz0tRSM4oLUrOUEhJLSnKzywBAGR1F_4&q=st+raymond+church+detroit&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&oq=st+ray&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg7MgYIAhBFGDsyEAgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyCggEEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEC4YgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDUzOTJqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.straymondolgc.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=our+lady+queen+of+heaven+detroit&sca_esv=18637f1ce6371d1f&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1032US1033&ei=ZY8fadvUBvSgptQP8L_xqA4&ved=0ahUKEwibm6KO3YGRAxV0kIkEHfBfHOUQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=our+lady+queen+of+heaven+detroit&gs_lp=_W_BrIHBDAuMzO4B4cgwgcGMC40LjMxyAd-&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 
Go to the giving site at:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stcharlesdetroit 

The VIGIL    PARISH & ARCHDIOCESAN INFORMATION     

St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic 

tradition. We strive to build a community of faith through education, worship, and evangelization. 

We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers and sisters, especially the sick and their 

families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional love, we 

strive to welcome everyone to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We 

acknowledge that it is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who strengthens and renews 

us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, until Jesus comes. 

 

St Charles Borromeo    

1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214      

(313) 331-0253   (Fax 313-331-4834) 
 

St. Charles Office Hours: 

Monday, 10am to 3pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm 

Friday, 9am to 3pm 
 

Pastoral Team 

Fr. Francis Asomkase, SSJ, Priest in Solidum and Moderator 

Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum 

Reverend Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 

Fr. David Preuss, OFM, CAP, Priest in Solidum 

Deacon Joseph Jones 

Edward Cotton – Mission Support Director 

Rhonda Gilbert – Pastoral Associate 

Joan Jacobs & Angie Kadowaki – Boulevard Ministry Ministers 

Mary Catherine Wright – Parish Nurse 
 

Council Members:  Naim Edwards (Chairperson), Angela 

Kadawaki, Dennis Ballard (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Ballard, 

Alex Grabowski, Marian Harvey (Secretary), Freddie Henry, Mary 

Ellen Howard, Bruce McDonald, Mikhail Perkins, Richard Preuss, 

Linda Simpkins 

 

 
 

St Charles Website: www.stcharlesdetroit.org 

Email: stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Detroit MI 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@st.charlesborromeodetroit 

 

AOD Restructuring 

St. Charles Parish 

Leaders  
 

Doris Allen 

Alex Grabowski  

Joan Jacobs 

Bruce McDonald 

Richard Preuss 

 
Parish Point Person of 

Contact 
 

Rhonda Gilbert 

http://www.stcharlesdetroit.org/
mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com

