
St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic tradition. We strive to build a community of 
faith through education, worship, and evangelization. We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers and sisters, especially the 
sick and their families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional love, we strive to welcome everyone 
to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We acknowledge that it is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who 
strengthens and renews us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, until Jesus comes again in glory. 

 

 

  

   

  

 

   

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading:   
Isaiah 63:16–17, 19, 64:2–7 

(Prayer for the return  
of God’s favor) 

 
Second Reading:   
1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

(Thanksgiving) 
 

Gospel:    
Mark 13:33–37  

(Need for watchfulness) 
 

The Vigil  
 

December 03, 2017 
First Sunday of Advent 

(Liturgical Year B) 
 

 “God’s Faithfulness” 

 

 

 

“The Lord Be With You.” 

Pastor’s Pen 

 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
 

Mass Times: 
St. Charles: Wednesday 10:30am;  

Sunday 8:15am AND 11:30am 
 

Nativity: Thursday 11am; Saturday 4pm; 
Sunday 9:45am 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 On this First Sunday of Advent, we begin a new church year, and in a month we will 
begin a new calendar year.  Endings and beginnings are always good times to take stock of 
our lives.  They give us the freedom to look at what we’d like to leave behind and what we’d 
like to take into the new year.  It’s like clearing the slate and starting anew.  The Gospel 
today calls us to stay awake and be alert when Christ breaks into our lives. It calls us not to 
become complacent from the trappings of the holidays.  This season can be a time of 
busyness and distraction.  It can be a time when we shop too much and buy things we don’t 
need.  It can be a time of eating more that we should and spending our days in full motion.  
If this is our Advent, nothing in our lives will change and we’ll be exhausted when it’s all 
over. 
 Advent can also be a quieter time of reflection.  It can be a season when we think of 
others before ourselves.  It can be a moment when we find a little more patience with our 
children and grandchildren.  It can be a special time when we realize the Divine has come to 
live among us and we have the ability to do great things because of this Christ who is with 
us.  None of us will probably make monumental changes in our lives during this season but 
we can choose one part of ourselves that needs work and concentrate on being 
better…that’s it….Just one small thing.  Will you take time to look at your life and make one 
change as we await the celebration of the feast of Christmas in 2017?  Maybe it’s your 
attitude or the way you deal with other people, maybe it’s your short fuse or your negativity, 
maybe it’s a lack of compassion for people who are struggling or maybe it’s just a negative 
view of yourself.  Christ will meet us at these difficult places and allow something new to be 
born in us.  The secret is we have to invite him in.  Let’s try to stay awake this Advent 
season and concentrate on what’s important in our lives.  Let’s have the courage to be 
honest with ourselves and allow our hearts to be changed.  Have a great Advent! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Community 
We Pray for the Healing 
Presence… 

 
 

Bobby Allen   
Paul Andrecovich 
Edmund S. Borycz 
Shawn Burks 
Liana Caruana 
Anne Crowe 
Brandon DiLucente 
Howard Dilworth 
Nicole Dooley    
Kyle Duker 
Heinrich Ericksen 
Doris Harris 
John Huddleston 
Joyce Hurley 
Addie Ingram 
Ron Kirby 
Tony Lababera 
Vanessa Laco-Chambers 
Catherine Lewis 
Tiana Marquez 
Michael Martin 
Mary Massaini 
Dina Maynard 
Leon McCool 
Laura McDonald 
Gary Perzyk 
Judy Pierce 
Patricia C. Randall 
Elaine Rosen 
Sr. Judy Ruggirello 
Carol Santa Maria 
Mark Tamer 
Rachel Thompson 
Enza Trah 
Judy Tuttle 
Anna Tyler 
Sr Jolene Van Handel 
Shawn Wilson 
Jenny White 
Frances Williams 

Catholic Corner: The Redeemer 
 

     In the reading from Isaiah, three times the author refers to God as our father; 
not in the sense of creator but as redeemer.  The redeemed now had a life as 
sharers in God's love.  Fast forward to our time and who is our redeemer but God 
Jesus, to whom (according to St. Paul), we have been called into fellowship; to be 
sharers in a common purpose, to love God and to love each other, to build the 
Kingdom here and now, and to call upon God Holy Spirit to be our guide in all 
things.    
     "I will be with you as you do this, day    
     after day after day, right up to the end  
    of the age."  Matthew 28:20  (from The Message, The Bible in Contemporary 
Language) 
 

 

CSA Minute: Black Catholic Ministry 
 

      “Hearing His Call,” an Advent Afternoon of Prayer and Reflection featuring 
Deacon Hubert Sanders, will be held at the Father Solanus Casey Center next 
Saturday, December 9. 
     Thanks to your gifts to the Catholic Services Appeal, the Black Catholic 
Ministry Office is able to ensure the Archdiocese of Detroit meets the needs of 
African American Catholics through worship, education, and community services 
like this. The office also focuses on evangelization and the certification of lay 
ministers, as well as serves as a resource for other archdiocesan offices. 
     For more information about CSA-funded ministries, programs, and services, 
please go to aod.org. 

 

New Catholic Elementary School Study 
 

     Check your mail! An exciting new opportunity is being reviewed for 
elementary Catholic education in the city of Detroit. Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit 
Church with a group of dedicated lay leaders is being assisted by a professional 
consulting firm. A survey will mail out the week of November 27th to families with 
children 12 years of age and younger.  
     The purpose of the survey is to determine potential interest in a new 
elementary school that could be located in the downtown or midtown area of the 
city. Your confidential response will help make important decisions in planning for 
the future of Catholic education. Please respond to the survey even if you would 
not plan to enroll your children at the new school.  
     When you receive the survey invitation, please go online or fill in the mail 
survey and complete your response by December 18, 2017. Thank you for 
your support and participation. Meitler, a Catholic school planning firm from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin has been contracted to conduct the 
survey. https://www.meitler.com 

 

Stewardship Thoughts 
 

     Today’s Scripture readings express the Advent themes of hope, vigilance, and 
repentance. The Prophet Isaiah desires his people to atone for their sinful ways 
and turn their hardened hearts back to the Lord, who has done great deeds for 
them. In St. Mark’s Gospel, Jesus urges us to be watchful and alert, for we do not 
know when He will return. St. Paul reminds the Corinthian community, and us, 
that fellowship with our Lord strengthens us with many spiritual gifts — a timely 
reminder as we begin our journey into this Advent season.  
     May we, as faithful stewards, put our hope in the Lord, acknowledge our sins, 
and seek with contrite hearts, His mercy and forgiveness. Advent is an excellent 
time to confess our sins by participating in the sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

 

Questions of the Week  
(Please see Today’s 

Readings) 
  

Key Passage:   God is 
faithful; by him you were 
called into the fellowship of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:9) 
 

Adult:   How do you know 
when you’re following 
Christ and living his 
teachings faithfully? 
 

Child:   What good thing 
might God be asking you to 
do right now? 
 

 

“Those who denounce hope most are those who need hope most.” 

https://www.meitler.com/


Rectory Hours: Mon-Thurs, 10a to 3p  
St. Charles Borromeo 
1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214               
313-331-0253   (Fax 313-331-4834) 

St. Charles Web Site:  
www.stcharlesdetroit.org   
    

Email: stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Team 

Brother Ray Stadmeyer OFM Cap., Pastor 
Bro. Robert Wotypka. OFM Cap 
Priscilla Steenburg – Director of Religious Ed 
Gayle Koyton, Boulevard Ministry   
Rhonda Gilbert - Chairperson 
Alonda Walker – Vice Chairperson 
Adrienne Strubank - Secretary 
  
Council Members 
 

Mary Ann Andrecovich 
Peter Benedetto 
Danielle Daguio 
Gerry Danielewicz 
Jackie Harrison 

 

 
 

 

 

Steve Llorens 
Jessica Taylor 
Alonda Walker 
Mark Wedgeworth 
Paco Williams 
 

  
  
     
   

 

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
    
  
    
      
   

 
 
 
  
   
       

 
  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Upcoming Events / Meetings 
 

SAVE THE DATE: ST. CHARLES 
WOMEN'S RETREAT WEEKEND 
IS MARCH 2-4, 2018. For 
reservations call Patty Gillis at 313-
399-8320, the Retreat Center at 313-
286-2801 or  www.stpaulretreat.org. 

 

Street Corner Ministry at Nativity 
of Our Lord… Join the parishioners 
of our sister parish, Nativity of Our 
Lord, at the corner of Gratiot and 
McClellan to offer up prayers for 
Detroit. The prayers are offered right 
on the corner from 9pm-10pm every 
Friday night. Please support Nativity 
and our city! 
 

ELDER WISDOM CIRCLE…meets in 
the St Charles Rectory on December 
12, 2017 and January 9, 2018 from 
11am – 12:30pm. All ages are 
welcome.  There is no charge for 
joining or attending. The focus of the 
Elder Wisdom Circle is to embrace 
the 2nd half of life from a spiritual and 
informed perspective.  Each session 
is a different topic and sometimes 
there is homework. Any questions, 
please contact Bernadette Durkin, 
703-777-2144, 
bernadettedurkin09@gmail.com 
 

FAMILY FAITH FELLOWSHIP, 
Nativity of Our Lord & St. Charles 
Borromeo, Friday, December 15, 
2017, Guest Speaker John Thorne on 
“The Holy Family.” ( at St. Charles) 
 

 

 

Dec Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, Dec 3, 2017 
Anthony Gilbert 

Jody Holbert 
 

Wednesday, Dec 6, 2017 
Margaret Kase 

 

Sunday, Dec 10, 2017 
Angeline Marie Kasza 

Judy Holbert 
 

Wednesday, Dec 13, 2017 
Gloria Sera 

 

Sunday, Dec 17, 2017 
Ed and Rose Borycz 

 

Wednesday, Dec 20, 2017 
Amanda and Gary Rachal 

 

Sunday, Dec 24, 2017 
Leonard & Monica Laske 

 

Wednesday, Dec 27, 2017 
Sister Canice Johnson 

 

Sunday, Dec 31, 2017 
Albert T. Nolan 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Mon., Dec 4: Isaiah 
2:1-5; Psalm 122:1-2, 3-
4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
Matthew 8:5-11            
 

Tues., Dec 5: Isaiah 
11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-
8, 12-13, 17; Luke 10:21-
24 
 

Wed., Dec 6: Isaiah 
25:6-10a; Psalm 23:1-3a, 
3b-4, 5, 6; Matthew 15:29-
37 
 

Thurs., Dec 7: Isaiah 
26:1-6; Psalm 118:1 & 8-9, 
19-21, 25-27a; Matthew 
7:21:24-27 
 

Fri., Dec 8: Genesis 
3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1, 
2-3ab, 3cd-4; Ephesians 
1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-
38 
 

Sat., Dec 9: Isaiah 
30:19-21, 23-26; Psalm 
147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
Matthew 9:35 – 10:1, 
5a, 6-8 
 

Sun., Dec 10: Isaiah 
40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 85:9-
10, 11-12, 13-14; 2 Peter 
3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 

 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

On The Rise… Time to call-in your Bakery 
Holiday Order! On the Rise Bakery orders 
support our bakers who are transforming 
their lives after incarceration or substance 
abuse treatment. Call 313.922.8510, 
Tuesday through Saturday, with your 
order. The bakery’s full selection can be 
viewed at: www.CSKDetroit.org/bakery 
 

World Jazz Orchestra Christmas 
Concert… Michele Ramo’s World Jazz 
Orchestra will be performing Sunday, 
December 10, 3-4:30 PM at St. 
Bonaventure’s Monastery Chapel, 1780 Mt. 
Elliott St., Detroit. Multi-Instrumentalist 
Michele Ramo is a renowned classical 
composer and winner of 2016 
Outstanding World Jazz Orchestra & 
Outstanding Classical Composer for Detroit 
Music Awards. Seating is limited. Please 
RSVP at www.SolanusCenter.org.  A free-
will offering is encouraged. Proceeds from 
the event benefit the Solanus 
Casey Center. Secured parking available. 
   

Earthworks’ Holiday Open House… Join us 
at 1264 Meldrum, Detroit 9a-5p on 
Wednesday thru Friday, December 13-15. 
Available products include local jams made 
with Earthworks berries, greeting cards, t-
shirts, stickers and more. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Wondering what it means to be a Catholic 
Christian or how to go about becoming one? 
Call the St. Charles Parish Office at 313-
331-0253 and leave a message for Priscilla.  
We'll set a time to meet, share some coffee 
and chat.  Talk to you soon! 
 

Confirmation: This is one of the 3 
Sacraments of Initiation into the Faith 
usually celebrated after 1st Reconciliation 
(Confession) and 1st Communion.  This 
sacrament is open to all students (and 
adults) who have been baptized and 
received 1st Communion.  If you fit this 
criteria or if you are unsure if this is for you, 
please call the parish office at 313-331-
0253. We will be starting preparation 
classes after the Christmas/New Year 
holidays. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (in St. 
Charles rectory basement) is open to all 
children ages 3 - 6+. We offer two sessions 
on Sundays: 9:30-10:30 a.m. or 11-12p.  

 

1st Reconciliation/1st Communion 
classes are held at Nativity of Our Lord. For 
info please call the office at: (313) 922–
0033, or email:  NativityOL@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Weekly Collection 11/26/17 
 

Envelopes               $1,782.40 
Loose                      $1,511.77 
Christmas               $  150.00 
St. Vincent dePaul  $  105.00 

TOTAL                     $3,549.17 

 
 

http://www.stpaulretreat.org/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/103017.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/103017.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/103017.cfm
http://www.cskdetroit.org/bakery
https://thecapuchins.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a646c2efd429e774b50dcf16c&id=a1ff773f8b&e=d5850b4b3a


 
   
   
  
      

 
  
   
  
   
 

    

    

     

           

    

  

   

  

            

  

  

          

   

   

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 


